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Growers get grant to promote peanuts

By Stephanie Creech | Daily Times Senior Writer

The N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund Commission has awarded a $100,000 grant to the N.C. Peanut
Growers Association, based in Nash County.

The grant was presented during the association's board of directors meeting March 20 in
Williamston. The grant will be used for a new marketing campaign to promote and sell N.C. in-shell Click image to enlarge lofl
peanuts in major drug store chains throughout North Carolina and surrounding states. The campaign

will be a concentrated effort to raise consumer awareness about the healthy and safe attributes of

North Carolina peanuts. Store displays, ads and other advertising means will encourage customers to

enjoy North Carolina peanuts.

"This marketing campaign is unique because in-shell peanuts have never been promoted or sold in drug stores before," said Bob Sutter, executive director
of the N.C. Peanut Growers Association. "A pilot program with Kerr Drugs of Raleigh has netted better than expected sales, and this grant will help expand
the association's efforts into other chains."

State representatives Edith Warren and Arthur Williams attended the meeting.

"With all the negative publicity surrounding peanuts, this campaign is very timely," said William Upchurch, N.C. Tobacco Trust Fund Commission executive
director. "This promotion will reach new customers, boost sales for our state's peanut companies and lead to new markets for our growers."

The commission was created in 2000 by the General Assembly to manage and disburse funds from the tobacco industry's Master Settlement Agreement.

Grants have been awarded since then to farm groups and communities across the state to assist individuals and communities affected by changes in the
tobacco industry.
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